
Deadliest Fires and Explosions in U.S. 
 
Rhodes Opera House January 12, 1908 170 dead 
Boyertown, PA 
 
The Station Nightclub February 20, 2003 100 dead 
West Warwick, RI 
 
Lakeview Grammar School March 4, 1908 175 dead 
Collinwood, OH 
 
Consolidated School – Gas Explosion March 18, 1937 294 dead 
New London, TX 
 
Happy Land Social Club March 25, 1990 87 dead 
New York, NY 
 
Triangle Shirtwaist Company March 25, 1911 146 dead 
New York, NY 
 
Eddystone Ammunition Plant – Explosion April 10, 1917 133 dead 
Eddystone, PA 
 
S.S. Grandcamp & Monsanto Chemical Co. April 16, 1947 468 dead 
Texas City, TX 
 
San Francisco Earthquake & Fire April 18, 1906 315 dead 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building April 19, 1995 168 dead 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Ohio State Penitentiary April 21, 1930 320 dead 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rhythm Club April 23, 1940 207 dead 
Natchez, MS 
 
S.S. Sultana Steamship – Boiler Explosion & Fire April 27, 1865 1,547 dead 
Memphis, TN 
 
Cleveland Clinic Hospital May 15, 1929 125 dead 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Coal Mine – Explosion May 19, 1928 273 dead 
Mather, PA 



 
Beverly Hills Supper Club May 28, 1977 165 dead 
Southgate, KY 
 
General Slocum Steamship June 15, 1904 1,030 dead 
New York, NY 
 
North German Lloyd Steamship June 30, 1900 326 dead 
Hoboken, NJ 
 
Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey Circus July 6, 1944 168 dead 
Hartford, CT 
 
Munitions Ships and Depot – Explosion July 17, 1944 322 dead 
Port Chicago, CA 
 
Forest Fire September 1, 1894 418 dead 
Hinckley, MN area 
 
The World Trade Center September 11, 2001 2,666 dead 
New York, NY 
 
Forest Fire October 8, 1871 1,152 dead 
Peshtigo, WI area 
 
Great Chicago Fire October 8 & 9, 1871 250 dead 
Chicago, IL 
 
Forest Fire October 12, 1918 559 dead 
Cloquest, MN area 
 
Coal Mine – Explosion October 22, 1913 263 dead 
Dawson, NM 
 
St. Paul Coal Mine – Explosion November 13, 1909 259 dead 
Cherry, IL 
 
MGM Grand Hotel November 21, 1980 85 dead 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Cocoanut Grove Night Club November 28, 1942 492 dead 
Boston, MN 
 
Our Lady of Angels School December 1, 1958 95 dead 
Chicago, IL 
 
 



Conway’s Theater December 5, 1876 285 dead 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Monongha Coal Mine – Explosion December 6, 1907 361 dead 
Monongha, WV 
 
Winecoff Hotel December 7, 1946 119 dead 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Iroquois Theater December 30, 1903 602 dead 
Chicago, IL 


